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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters in Christ!

Let us one again remember our Lady of Velankanni and

receive her blessings and protection. May her Son heal

all of us and bring us close to our God.

September again brings us the memory of the birth of

Blessed Virgin Mary. It is the fulfillment of the promise

made in the book of Genesis. The new Eve is born. It

could also be said that the birth of Mary has become

the versal of Mercy of God. St. John Paul II refers to

mercy as “the most stupendous attribute of the creator

and of the Redeemer”. No one on earth ever experienced

this so radically and intensely as did Mary most Holy.

I would like to publish the following article written by

Pope Francis in the book “The Saints in Mercy” for our

meditation.



2

When the term “maternal” was used in the Old

Testament, it always referred to the visceral tenderness

that God had for his creatures. But the Old Testament

would never have dared say that a person could “have

mercy of God.” The reversal occurred, however, with the

Incarnation when the Mercy of God toward humanity

was manifested in the fact that he allowed a human

creature to be his Mother who was, in turn, connected

to him viscerally in physical sense and “mercifully” in

the proper sense.

But this would not have been possible had God not

always already been, in himself, also “Son”. God could

not have received this maternal mercy in this world if

from all eternity the Divine Person of the Son had not

existed in heaven. Thus in the Christmas icon of the

Mother – who could unthinkably embrace within her

arms the divine Son who has now become the son of

man – the  “mystery hidden for ages” was revealed: the

Father, rich in mercy, sent his own Son into creation,

which was made through him and in him. As Pope

Francis wrote in Misericordiae Vultus (the papal bull

proclaiming the Jubilee Year of Mercy):  “Chosen to be

the Mother of the Son of God, Mary, from the outset,

was prepared by the love of God to be the Ark of the

Covenant between God and man. She treasured divine

mercy in her heart in perfect harmony with her Son

Jesus”.
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To call Mary, therefore, Mother of Mercy means precisely

that she knows like no one else, humanly and viscerally,

the mystery of the “sonship of God” and the “viscerals of

the Father.” Such a mystery also contains the promise,

for us, to make us all “sons and daughters in the Son.”

At Christmas, therefore, Mary embraced all of God’s

Mercy within her arms, even if such mercy would be

fully revealed only in the Paschal Mystery.

Here we recall the beautiful meditation of John Paul II

in Dives in Misericordia:

Mary also is the one who obtained mercy in a particular

and exceptional way, as no other person has. At the

same time, still in an exceptional way, she made possible

with the sacrifice of her heart her own sharing in

revealing God’s mercy. This sacrifice is intimately linked

with the cross of her Son, at the foot which she was to

stand on Calvary. Her sacrifice is a unique sharing in

the revelation of mercy, that is, a sharing in the absolute

fidelity of God to His own love… that was definitively

fulfilled through the cross. No one has experienced, to

the same degree as the Mother of the crucified One, the

mystery of the cross, the overwhelming encounter of divine

transcendent justice with love: that “kiss” given by mercy

to justice. No one has received into his heart, as much as

Mary did, that mystery, that truly divine dimension of the

redemption effected on Calvary by means of the death
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of the Son, together with the sacrifice of her maternal

heart, together with her definitive “fiat”.

But how were the two fiats, that of Christmas and that

of Easter – the two experiences of mercy – linked within

her? Let us contemplate her on Calvary, standing upright

at the foot of the cross where they nailed her Son. The

disciples had fled, and the only people who remained

with her were a few faithful women in love with Jesus

and John, his beloved disciple. Certainly, Mary, too,

was enveloped in the same darkness that obscured the

world: the horrendous torture of her Son had wounded

her heart, while her soul was wounded inexplicable

silence of heaven. She knew the mystery of Jesus’

conception; she knew that he had the right to call God

his Father; she knew that he had been promised a

kingdom without end. But there, on the cross, the Son

appeared to pray in vain. Jesus said: “My God, my God,

why have you forsaken me?” (Mt 27:46) and Mary knew

that he was reciting one of the psalms (see 22:2). She

could have seen even repeated his words with him, but

she trembled at the thought of the verses that followed:

“Yet you are he who took me from the womb; / you kept

me safe upon my mother’s breast. / Upon you was I

cast from my birth, / and since my mother bore me you

have been my God. / Be not far from me, / for trouble is

near/ and there is none to help” (Ps 22: 9-11).
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Mary knew the extent to which all those words were

true – each one, literally true! She was there to witness

to him the miracle of her own perpetual virginity. She

was the Mother who had offered her womb to God. But

God, the Father, was now silent. Only a moment before

shouting, “It is finished” (Jn 19: 30) and giving himself

over to the Father with his last thrust of sonship, Jesus

himself revealed the mystery to her: from heaven the

Father gave the Son for the salvation of all, he handed

him over out of love to the hands of sinners. And the

Son not only freely consented, but to that he wanted

his Mother on earth to also agree to that sweet and

terrible exchange.

But there was, more. Mary then understood that she

herself took part in that exchange: her Immaculate

Conception and the grace that always filled her were

fruit of the blood shed by the Son. And, for the first

time, she felt with her entire being that she was truly

the daughter of her Son, made by him and redeemed

by him. “When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple

whom he loved standing near, he said to his mother,

‘Woman, behold, your son!’ Then he said to the disciple,

‘Behold, your mother!” (Jn 19: 26-27). And from that

moment on, Mary accepted with the passion of affection

and of new birth that she would be Mother to her son,

John, and to all the believers he represented. As the

Catechism of the Catholic Church says, “at the foot of
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the Cross…. Mary is heard as the Woman, the new Eve,

the true ‘Mother of all the living’ (2618)”. And from that

time onward, the Church understood it had a Mother,

and Mary knew she had innumerable children who

would always invoke her:  “Hail, Mother of Mercy, our

life, our sweetness, and our hope.”

Let us once again entrust our diocese and all of us to

the Mercy of God and let our Mother preserve us in the

Mercy of God.

May God bless you!

Yours in Christ Jesus,

† Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararju, SDB., DD.,

Bishop of Vellore

Bishop’s Programme

02 Sat Trichy

05 Tue M Mass, Veeralur

08 Fri M Feast Mass, Confirmation, Ranipet

E Feast Mass, Arakkonam

09 Sat M Silver Jubilee Mass, St.Mary’s Convent,

Vellore

E Catholic Advocates' meeting, Vellore

11 Mon M CRI Meeting, Vellore

12-22 Goa
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24 Sun KGF

25 Mon Chennai

27 Wed Monthly Recollection, Vellore

† Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararju, SDB., DD.,

Bishop of Vellore

VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

1. Monthly Recollection

Recollection for the month of September will be on

Wednesday 27 September 2017.

2. New Telephone Directory - 2018

New Telephone Directory for the year 2018 will be

published by the Clergy Commission. Please check

your phone number, name of your Parish,

Institution, your personal mobile number and your

personal Email ID in the present Telephone

Directory – 2017. If anything is to be corrected or

added, please do inform the Bishop’s Secretary

before end of October 2017 and help us to bring

out the new Telephone Directory – 2018 in time.

(Secretaty Cell No: 9486424003)

Rev. Msgr. I.John Robert
Vicar General
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Poor Education Fund

From 22.06.2017  to 16.08.2017

STATEMENT OF RECEIPT

S.NO          NAME OF THE SCHOOL  /  INSTITUTION AMOUNT

01 Sagayamatha HSS, Chengam 970.00

02 St.Thomas Primary School, SIPCOT 600.00

03 Sneha Deepam Matric HSS, Alamelurangapuram 7760.00

04 St.Xavier Primary School, Christianpet 2280.00

05 St.Xavier High School, Christianpet 1700.00

06 LFC Primary School, Ranipet (Teachers) 8450.00

07 LFC Primary School, Ranipet (Students) 1000.00

08 St.Joesph Boys HSS, Susainagar (Staff) 15660.00

09 St.Joesph Boys HSS, Susainagar (Students) 1150.00

10 St.Mary’s Girls HSS, Vellore (Students) 2440.00

11 St.Mary’s Girls HSS, Vellore (Staff) 10760.00

12 Auxilliam College, Gandhinagar (Staff) 10000.00

13 Sacred Heart Matric School, Avoor 3220.00

14 Cluny Matric HSS, Devikapuram 8600.00

15 Annie Matric HSS, Thirumalpadi 10545.00

16 Ansolda Matric HSS, Chetpet 2840.00

17 Auxilium College, Gandhinagar (Students) 3500.00

18 Mary Immaculate Girls HSS, Tirupattur (Students) 1786.00

19 Mary Immaculate Girls HSS, Tirupattur (Staff) 12402.00

20 Mary Immaculate Primary and Nursery School

Tirupattur (Students) 588.00
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21 St.Antonys Matric School, Pavithram 4350.00

22 St.Antonys Girls HSS, Pavithram 8220.00

23 MaryImmaculate Heart Matric HSS, Kariyandal 5500.00

24 St.Mary’s Nursery and Primary School, Vellore (Students) 1000.00

25 St.Mary’s Nursery and Primary School, Vellore (Staff) 2000.00

26 St.Gemma Matric HSS, Ranthamkoratur 1700.00

27 LFC Girls HSS, Ranipet (Staff) 15900.00

28 LFC Girls HSS, Ranipet (Students) 2900.00

29 Idhaya College, Pudupalayam (Staff) 4000.00

30 Idhaya College, Pudupalayam (Students) 1000.00

31 St.Mary’s Primary School, Vellore (Staff) 3050.00

32 St.Mary’s Primary School, Vellore (Students) 750.00

33 Carmel Matric School, Kolappalur 1650.00

34 St.Mary’s Primary and Nursery School, Vandavasi 1080.00

35 Auxilium Girls HSS, Gandhi Nagar (Staff) 12860.00

36 Auxilium Girls HSS, Gandhi Nagar (Students) 1750.00

 
I thank sincerely all the Principals, Headmasters,

Headmistresses and children of Educational Institutions

run by the Diocese and Religious congregations for their

generous financial contribution towards the Poor

Children Education Fund. Those who are yet to

contribute to the fund may send the amount

before 30.09.2017. 

Rev. Fr. A.C.Savarimuthu

Manager – RCM Schools
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Birthday

Rev. Fr. A. Jonas Philomina Doss 01.09.1979

Rev. Fr. N. Arockia Doss 06.09.1970

Rev. Fr. K. A. Rayappa 08.09.1954

Rev. Fr. A. Bernard Velanganni 08.09.1972

Rev. Fr. R. James Vincent 10.09.1957

Rev. Fr. A. Yesu Durai 15.09.1984

Rev. Fr. M. Martin 19.09.1958

Rev. Fr. S. Sagayanathan 19.09.1973

Rev. Fr. M. Thangaraj 19.09.1974

Rev. Fr. G. Mathias 20.09.1940

Rev. Fr. M. A. Arockia Raj 20.09.1973

Rev. Fr. A. Lazar Velankanni 23.09.1981

Rev. Fr. Y. Anthony Raj 25.09.1953

Rev.Fr. S. A. Gnanasekar 25.09.1982

Rev. Fr. A. Philominraj 26.09.1932

Rev. Fr. A. Roy Lazar 28.09.1959

Rev. Fr. V. Kuriakose Kariakatt 30.09.1951

Ordination Day

Rev. Fr. A. Arulsamy 11.09.1977

Intention

Let us pray that our parishes, animated by a

missionary spirit, may be places where faith is

communicated and charity is seen.
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Calender

03 Sun 22nd Ordinary Sunday

05 Tue St. Teresa of Kolkatta, Vir, Rf

08 Fri The Nativity of BVM, Feast

09 Sat St. Peter Claver Mem

10 Sun 23 rd Ordinary Sunday

12 Tue The Most Holy Name of Mary

13 Wed St. John Chrysosstom, Bp. Dr. Mem

14 Thu The Exaltation of the Holy Cross, Feast

15 Fri Our Lady of Sorrows, Mem

16 Sat Sts. Cornelius Pp., Cyprian Bp. Mrs

17 Sun 24 th Ordinary Sunday

21 Thu St. Matthew, Ap., Feast

24 Sun 25th Ordinary Sunday

27 Wed St. Vincent de Paul, Mem

29 Fri The Holy Archangels Michael, Gabriel and

Raphael, Feast

30 Sat St. Jerome,  Mem

Necrology

Rev.  Fr. Immanuel Alves SDB 07.09.1976

Rev. Fr.G.Arockiasamy 10.09.2013

Rev. Fr. Fioro de Beneditto SDB 11.09.1978

Rev. Fr. Michael Cusini SDB 17.09.1976

Rev. Fr. Lazar SDB 18.09.1997
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Rev. Fr. C. Kurivilla 19.09.2001

Rev. Fr. Peter Meligo 23.09.1958

Rev. Fr. A.Joseph (Senior) 21.09.2014

R.I.P

1. In your charity kindly pray for the repose of the soul

of Mrs. Prema Velanganni beloved Sister in law of

Rev. Fr. C. Arputharaj who passed away on

08.08.2017. May her soul rest in peace.

2. In your charity kindly pray for the repose of the soul

of Mr. Susainathan beloved father of Rev. Fr. S.

Daniel who passed away on 11.08.2017. May his soul

rest in peace.

3. In your charity kindly pray for the repose of the soul

of Mr. Dominic beloved elder brother of Rev.

Fr. S.A.S. Clement Rosario who passed away on

14.08.2017. May his soul rest in peace.


